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Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology publishes 
scientifically authoritative, clinically applicable, peer-
reviewed research on control and evaluation of the 
transmission of pathogens in healthcare institutions and 
on the use of epidemiological principles and methods to 
evaluate and improve the delivery of care. Major topics 
covered include infection control practices, surveillance, 
antimicrobial stewardship, cost-benefit analyses, resource 
use, occupational health, and regulatory issues.



ASHE JOURNAL

High quality articles across the full spectrum of 
antimicrobial stewardship  and healthcare epidemiology.

Exceptional author experience through constructive peer 
review, competitive turnaround times, immediate online 
publication, a streamlined production process, and social 
media promotion.

Global, open access journal, bringing the widest possible 
impact, reach and discoverability of your research.

Music:
www.bensound.com 

www.cambridge.org/ashe



TUNE IN TO SHEA’S PODCASTS

AVAILABLE ON:



Primer on Healthcare Epidemiology, Infection Control 
& Antimicrobial Stewardship

Online ID Fellows Course

Pathogen 
Transmission

Outbreak 
management

Approach to 
control of 

bioterrorism 
agents

Advanced 
occupational 

health 
management

Implementing 
antimicrobial 
stewardship

Prevention & 
management 

of MDROs

SCAN TO 
LEARN MORE



UPCOMING LIVE PROGRAMS
Harnessing the Power of the Team: Infection Prevention & Antimicrobial Stewardship Collaboration
August 14, 2025 | 2:30 – 3:30 pm ET
In this case-based webinar, presenters will describe ways in which AS and IP teams can collaborate to support each 
other and optimize their outcomes.

Raising the Bar: How to Advocate for Resources for Effective IPC Teams
August 21, 2025 | 2:00– 3:00 pm ET
*Course consists of multiple live sessions. Register before August 21 to receive access to the entire course - 
recordings and materials included.

A Master Class in Environmental Cleaning & Disinfection: From Fundamentals to Emerging Practices
August 25, 2025 | 3:00– 4:00 pm ET
*Course consists of multiple live sessions. Register before August 25 to receive access to the entire course – 
recordings and materials included.







@SHEA_Epi

Connect with SHEA

linkedin.com/company/shea

facebook.com/SHEApreventingHAIs
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Town Hall 2025



Housekeeping

• Technical difficulties? Visit: https://support.zoom.us
• Webinar recording, PowerPoint presentation, and 

references available on learningce.shea-online.org 
• Streaming Live on SHEA's Facebook page
• Zoom Polling, Q&A & Chat 

https://support.zoom.us/
https://learningce.shea-online.org/
https://learningce.shea-online.org/
https://learningce.shea-online.org/


Dr. Marci Drees
ChristianaCare

August Town Hall Panelists:

Dr. Trish Perl
UT Southwestern Medical Center

Dr. Erica Shenoy
Mass General Brigham

Dr. Matthew Linam
Emory University



Invited Panelist:

Emily Sickbert-Bennett, PhD, CIC
Director of Infection Prevention
UNC Health



August 2025 SHEA Town Hall 
Outbreak Update and    

Literature Review 
Matt Linam, MD, MS



Vaccination Coverage and Exemptions for 
Kindergartners (2024-2025)

• Vaccination coverage:
• Decrease in coverage for all 

reported vaccines
• Decrease coverage for MMR, 

polio, DTaP and varicella in > 
50% of states

• Vaccination exemptions:
• Increased to 3.6% from 3.3% 

(2023-24)
• Exemptions increased in 36 

states
• > 5% increases in 17 states

Vaccination Coverage and Exemptions among 
Kindergartners | SchoolVaxView | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html
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Aluminum-Adsorbed Vaccines and Chronic Diseases 
in Childhood: A Nationwide Cohort Study

• Aluminum is used as an adjuvant in some non-live vaccines given to young children
• Hib, PCV, DTaP, HAV, HBV

• Aluminum has been a target of anti-vax groups as a cause of multiple medical problems 
(theoretical concerns form animal studies).

• Objective: to evaluate the association between cumulative aluminum exposure from early 
childhood vaccination and risk for autoimmune, atopic or allergic, and neurodevelopmental 
disorders.

• Cohort study in Denmark using a national registry data from 1997-2020
• Included > 1.2 million Danish children under age 2yrs (born 1997-2018)
• Cumulative aluminum amount received (per 1-mg increase) through vaccination during the 

first 2 years of life
• 50 adverse events: 36 autoimmune, 9 atopic or allergic, and 5 neurodevelopmental 

disorders
• Children were followed from 2yrs of age for study outcome events until 31 December 2020, 

or until they reached age 5 years, died, or were lost to follow-up, whichever came first.

Andersson NW, Bech Svalgaard I, Hoffmann SS, et al. Ann Intern Med. 15 July 2025.
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Outbreak Update



Measles Outbreak
• 1356 cases (8/5/25)

• Under age 5yrs: 386 (28%)
• Unvaccinated or unknown: 92%

• Hospitalizations: 171 (13%)
• Deaths: 3

Measles Cases and Outbreaks | Measles (Rubeola) | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/
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Avian Influenza Cases

H5 Bird Flu: Current Situation | Bird Flu | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html




An Udder Mess…



Raw Milk Outbreak in Florida
• Outbreak of Campylobacter and 

Shiga toxin-producing E. coli (STEC) 
infections from raw milk linked 
to Keely Farms Dairy, 

• Located in New Smyrna Beach, FL 
(Volusia County)

• Sanitation practices in this farm are 
of concern due to the number of 
cases. 

• There have been 21 cases since 
January 24, 2025, 

• 6 children < age 10yrs
• 7 hospitalizations 
• Severe complications with at least 2 

cases.

Florida Department of Health Provides Update on Raw Milk | Florida Department of Health

Apex Dental | Unlocking the Health Benefits of Raw Milk

https://www.floridahealth.gov/newsroom/2025/08/20250806-florida-department-health-provides-update-raw-milk.pr.html
https://apexdentaliowa.com/raw-milk/






S. Typhimurium was detected in 3 of the 40 brand A 
product samples collected; isolates were 
indistinguishable by WGS from the clinical isolates 
collected from patients in the outbreak. 



• Analyzed the Foodborne Disease Outbreak Surveillance System
• Compared outbreak numbers grouped by legality of selling 

unpasteurized milk based on 2019 state laws.
• Outbreaks linked to unpasteurized milk, 2013–2018 

• 75 outbreaks 
• 675 illnesses
• 48% of illnesses occurred in children

• 58 (78%) of single state outbreaks occurred in states where the sale 
of unpasteurized milk was allowed.

Koski L et al (2022). Epidemiology and Infection 150, e183,1–13.
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Some talking points on raw 
milk

• Are there any benefits to drinking raw milk?
• No. As a science-based regulatory agency, the FDA looks to the scientific 

literature for information on benefits and risks associated with raw milk.
• Does pasteurization affect the nutrient content of milk?

• Research shows no meaningful difference between the nutrient content of 
pasteurized and unpasteurized milk.

• Does pasteurizing milk alter it in a fashion that can cause allergic 
reactions?

• No. The milk proteins which cause allergic reactions in dairy-sensitive people 
are present in both raw milk and pasteurized milk.

• Does consuming raw milk cure some illnesses and allergies?
• There is no scientific evidence to demonstrate that raw milk has any effect on 

illness or allergies.

Raw Milk Questions & Answers | FDA

www.cdc.gov

https://www.fda.gov/food/buy-store-serve-safe-food/raw-milk-questions-answers


Hand Hygiene as a Foundation 
for Infection Prevention 

Disclosure: I have no actual or potential 
conflicts of interest to disclose



#1 Goal for Hand Hygiene 
Just Do IT! 



Why Is This So Hard?

Fingernails

Gloves 

Monitoring Compliance



Fingernails

• Hand hygiene begins with the healthy hands of healthcare personnel being free from 
pathogenic transient or resident flora, redness, cracks, or wounds, and having short, 
natural fingernails. 

• Nails of healthcare workers can serve as a reservoir for microbial organisms, both 
pathogenic and non-pathogenic, and that the greatest burden tends to be the sub-
ungual region.

• Outbreaks have occurred with artificial nails (Gram negative and yeast harbored more 
frequently)
• Candida in post spine surgery patients
• Serratia in hemodialysis and post-cardiovascular surgery 
• Pseudomonas and ESBL Klebsiella in neonatal intensive care units



Fingernail Characteristics
Nail length
• Increased bacterial carriage with longer lengths 
• Increased rates of glove perforation with nail length increasing

Polish
• Chipped nail polish or ≥ 4 days old 

associated with higher bacterial burden 
than natural nails

• Natural fingernails and those with 
standard fingernail polish were shown in 
a single study to be more amenable to 
cleaning with alcohol based hand rubs 
than gel or shellac fingernails (Hewlett 
2018) but this is not well studied



Fingernail Recommendations

Issue:  Strict fingernail policies without clear rationale can hinder 
healthcare personnel from embracing hand hygiene as a 
foundational infection prevention strategy.   



Advantages of Glove Use

• Personal protective equipment

• Reduced hand contamination 
with contact precautions
o Gloved hands with lower 

microbial load than bare 
hands 

o Gloves reducing fomite-to-
fingerpad and fingerpad-to-
fomite transfer (Greene C, 
AJIC, 2015)



Disadvantages of Glove Use

• Increased environmental contamination from inappropriate glove use, during tasks 
when there is no risk of exposure to infectious matter, or failures to change gloves at 
appropriate moments during care.

• Increased hand contamination from gloves that are too large and from doffing 
processes.

• Increased risk of occupational irritant or allergic dermatitis with extended use of 
gloves. 



Appropriate Glove Use Recommendation

Issue:  Gloves are most often used as personal protective 
equipment to protect the wearer and when used for extended 
durations leads to increased environmental surface contamination 
and decreased hand hygiene.



Hand Hygiene Monitoring

• Goal = timely, meaningful, and actionable feedback to guide healthcare personnel 
improvement.

• Unlikely that a single data-collection method will fulfill all hand hygiene program needs

• Measurement method should be executed in a manner that enhances a culture of 
safety, results in credible and actionable data, and improves performance toward 
facility-specific goals. 

• Individuals who conduct hand hygiene observations should be recognized as valued 
team members and patient safety advocates.



Hand Hygiene Monitoring Types





Hand Hygiene Monitoring 
Recommendations 

Issue:  Monitoring is necessary to gauge performance, 
inspire improvement and report to external agencies but 
often does not accurately reflect reality or inspire 
improvement in hand hygiene behaviors.
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