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What Type of Article Should I Write?

• Different formats fit different research questions

• Type of Articles

– “Major” Articles/”Original” Articles (Clinical Trials, Cohort 

Studies, Epidemiology, etc.)

– Review Articles (Narrative vs. Systematic)

– Meta Analysis

– Opinion Pieces, Editorials/Commentaries

– Case Reports/Case Series 

– Letter to the Editor/Research Letter



Where Should I Send My Work?

• Publishing priorities vary at different journals

• Selecting the right journal is very important

• Be familiar with scope/types of articles published

• Review the journals you are considering (look at TOC)

• Is it worth shooting high, but failing? May depend in part on 

whether results are time sensitive?

• Most journals can reject without review—generally a 

subjective decision
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Interacting with the Media

• Infectious Diseases is a priority topic for reporters

• Reporters are busy people.  Time sensitive nature/deadlines

• Fewer dedicated health reports but many with impressive 

credentials, expertise.  Know their niche interests.

• A good source is knowledge, helpful.  Can explains complex 

concepts in simple, clear language

• Press Releases:  Pros/Cons of different formats

• Journals, meetings, home institutions can help promote your work

• Honor and understand embargos



Juthani-Mehta M et al. JAMA 2016















“Do your thing and don't 

care if they like it.” 

― Tina Fey, Bossypants

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4385839.Tina_Fey
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14302659

